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this famous village for ua.

ACCLA PUESLO
New llexico.

Acomg pueblo preseants cevidence that it 1s the
oldest continiously oceupied village in the United
States and possibly in Horth America., This evidenee
is judgéd by the potsherds found while excavating
for the repair of the chureh, far ben%ﬁh the present
surface. This historic oid pueblo is s1ill occunied.
and is located on top 0f & sheer rock mesa zbout
260 feet above the basin below., This mesga iz situated
in Valencia County, MNew llexico, about seventy five
miles south and west of Albucuerque, Few ilexico.

The rce¥% con which Acoma is located is an 1deal
home gite from the standpoint of protection, hag
water held in natural roclm hasineg and is falrly c¢lose
to farm lands below, Btherwise the top of the roek
is entirely void of vegetation. |

The nueblo of Acoma is now compoaed of three
rows of houses combined into nine blocks of many
individual houses all facing the squth and the graat
chureh of 3an Tstevan del Rey. Indian tradition tells
us that the puehlo was formeriy located on the same
roek bubt farther south and formed a crescent shaped
terraced village. He are unfortunate that Corénado

or some of his followers did not more clearly describe.




The puedlo was Tirgt disgcovered by fernando

Alvarado 1n Jeptember 1240, &t which ftime 1t was supp
sed to contaln about two hundred honses. Acom® was
vigited by Fray Agosta Redriguez in 1581, and in 12532
Antonio de Is,

e jo visited it on hig way west, Juan
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de Chiate visited Acomsz Octoher 27, 15
followed by Juan de Zaldivar in Tecember 1598, at which
tine Zaldivar was killed. In ordfer to avenge his
brotherg death)Vicente Zaldivar returned to Lcoma in
January 1589 to subdue the peonle and burn the pueblo.
The Acomans proceded to rebuild and nigtory
mentions the pueblo again when Fray Jeronimo de
Zarate-Salmeron acted as a missionary there in 1617,
In the spring of 1629 Fray Juan Banirez came to Acons

to cunvert itne Indiansg. It was Hanirez who bullt ihe
firgt chnureh, which ig celaimed by sgore to be the
nresent one. Tne Aconans rebelled along with the
other pueblos in 1680, at whieh tims Padre Lucas
iTeldonado was killed.

Turing all this time Jjust what chanses took
nlace garcnitecturaly in the vwillsa i pure gussse
work. Je 4o know that mogt of the huiliings nov et
Acona show Lihat they were bullt slnce the Zpanisgh
canuaation and have bzen Influenced by the Spanish.
Thig influence is shown by their use of adobe bricks

{(# 3panish inovation) instead of stone, slso tie use

of fireplaces instead 0f thet» own open fires in the



gcenter of tire rgom, Otherwise the houseg ars Ltrad-
itioraly Indian in ¢hreir imkeun. A Tew of the oldest
hovges now standing were built of roek and huve bhesn
reagired and verneered wilth adobe; these mavy nogeibly
date »rior to the burning in 15699, Due to the scarcity
of buildings materials on the rock nanvy cerved beans
and doors, {reroved from the chureh durines times of
rebellion and warest) are to e found incorporasted in
the houses.

In Yovember 1692 Tieso de Varges obtained
guhmission ¢f the Acommns. It wa# nol however a last
ing submigeion and they had to be reconguered July 6,
1689 by Covernor radro Rodricuez Tubero. In 1713
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Padre Carlos Lelgsdo had gharye of the parish at Acoms.

tioned there. In 1783
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Agome was redueed to 2 vigitae of Laguna. 3ince the
time of De Varpgss the acomany heve been fairly seasceful

gnd the villase hes undergone but zwadual chances,.

#hat time will do to the architecture can readily be
sésn by a comparison of.photograghs taken i» thse late
1880'g and thogse ilaken by the Mistoric Auerican
3uildings Survey.
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Very valuable o0ld photosraphs taken by Charles

F. Lumnig cirece 1890 are deposited with the Southwest
Tugsew: in Los angzeles, California. The Laboratory of

Anthropclogy at 3anta Fe, YTew llexico has the Wittick
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' collection of »hotogranhs
fa: j

tuseum at Janta Fe,

i

Ithnelogy in ash
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Addendum to:
PUEBLGO OF ACOMA HABS No. NM-6 !
{Sky City)

Casa Blanca vicinity

Valencia County

New Mexico

Data pages 1 through 4 were previously transmitted to the Library of
Congress., This is data page 5.

INVENTORY OF PHOTOGRAMMETRIC IMAGES

The glass photogrammetric plates listed below are not reproducible except with
special permission. However, reference prints and £film copy negatives have
been made from the plates indicated by an asterisk (*) and are included in the
Library of congress collection of formal HABS/HAER photographs.

4 9.5" x 9.5" glass plate aerial diapositives produced by
Perry E. Borchers of The Chio State University in 1965

One 9.5" x 9.5" survey control contact print from each
plate; reduced image prints for some plates; survey control
information for each plate.

LC-HABS-GS01-B-1973-501 NORTH BOUNDARY OF MESA
Right photograph of pair with 502
501 and 502 overlap: 60%

LC-HABS~-GS01-B-1973-502 NORTH BOUNDARY OF MESA
Left photograph of pair with 501
502 and 501 overlap: 60%

MAJOR STREETS OF THE PUEBLQO
Right photograph of pair with 503
502 and 503 overlap: 60%

LC-HABS-GS01-B-1973-503 ¥ MAJOR STREETS OF THE PUEBLO
Left photograph of pair with 502
503 and 502 overlap: 60%

CHURCH YARD AND SOUTH BOUNDARY OF MESA
Right photograph of pair with 504
503 and 504 overlap: 60%

(Includes one 6" X 6" negative print

and one 6" x 6" positive print )



PUEBLO OF ACOMA
HABS No. NM-6
Data (Page 6)

LC-HABS-GSOl-B-1973-504 CHURCHYARD AND SOUTH BOUNDARY OF MESA
Left photograph of pair with 503
504 and 503 overlap:60%

(Includes one 6" % 6" negative print
and one 6" x 6" positive print)

PROJECT INFORMATION STATEMENT

Photogrammetric images were incorpeorated into the HABS/HAER collections in the
summers of 1985 and 1986, Inventories of the images were compiled and filed
as data pages for each structure recorded. Since the glass photogrammetric
plates are not reproducible except with special permission, a reference print
and £ilm copy negative were made from one plate of each sterecpair and from
the most informative plates in sequential sets. The reference prints and copy
negatives were then incorporated into the formal HABS/HAER photograph
collections.

The Photogrammetric Images Project was a cooperative endeavor between the
HABS/HAER Division of the National Park Service and the Prints and Photographs
Division of the Library of Congress. The reference prints and film copy
negatives of the original plates were made by the Library of Congress
Photoduplication Service with funds provided by the Library of Congress Flat
Film Preservation Fund. Additional reproductions were made by HABS/HAER. The
project was supervised by HABS/HAER Architect John A. Burns, AIA, and
completed by HARS Historians Jeanne C. Lawrence (University of London) in 1985
and Caroline R. Alderson (Columbia University) in 1986.



ADDENDUM TO:
PUEBLO OF ACOMA
(Sky City)

Casa Blanca vicinity
Acoma Pueblo

Cibola County

New Mexico

FIELD RECORDS

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

HABS NM-6
HABS NM,31-ACOMP, 1-



